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own courts, and these, sitting at first secretly, and
afterwards almost tolerated, dispensed rough justice.
But with the break-up of ordinary law serious conse-
quences began to appear.    In the province of Con-
naught abstract Republicanism had never taken strong
hold, but memories of the land war were potent.   Men
short of land saw land in the occupation of persons
who were not Sinn Feiners, and proceeded to annex
it, in the name of the Irish Republic.    Mr. de Valera
and his colleagues knew that there was real danger
of Bolshevism and some kind of a Jacquerie.   They
knew also that rival claimants were appearing on the
same land, each with Republican flags, and intestine
strife was threatened.   They knew also that in some
cases bargains made under the Land Purchase Acts
were being overthrown, and the one valuable measure
of settlement which had been reached was imperilled.
So,"sections of the I.R.A.'from other districts were
moved up to Connaught to restore order, and did it.
In certain cases sales were promptly carried through
for   cash.   These   measures    greatly   improved   the
prestige of Sinn F6in in the eyes of the general public.
Morally the movement was at its climax about the
summer of 1920.
But in the meantime the war against the police
went on and the whole force came to know that, if
any of them were shot, no coroner's jury would bring
a verdict of murder. They were treated like wolves
by society, and they turned on society, beginning to
exact their own wild justice by reprisals. The first
notable case was the murder of the Lord Mayor of
Cork in the spring of 1920. Many men resigned from
the force, and Government began to fill it with recruits
from men disbanded from the army. From the
summer of 1920 onwards there was simply a conflict
of reprisals; and the flame spread to Ulster, where it
took a different and even uglier form.
During the period from August 1920 onwards, the
I.R.A. had no leisure for police work; they were

